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Richard A. Castellano has extensive experience in all major aspects of patent law, including utility and 
design patent preparation and prosecution, opinion counseling and due diligence efforts, and patent  
litigation. Rich has prepared a significant number of patentability, validity, and infringement opinions; 
and has served on several successful litigation and trial teams.

Rich has a background in chemistry and biochemistry, and has prosecution and litigation experience in 
chemicals and chemical processes, pharmaceuticals, and cosmetics. In addition to his chemical back-
ground, Rich has extensive prosecution and litigation experience in a wide variety of technical fields 
including medical devices, nanotechnology, printing technology, semiconductors and semiconductor 
processing, computers, software and Internet-related technologies, automation and control systems, 
security, telecommunications, networks and particularly wireless networks, data storage, display  
systems, gaming software and hardware, imaging, optics, heat exchange systems, automotive,  
industrial and manufacturing equipment, and consumer products.

Before joining Prass LLP, Rich was an associate at an internationally recognized intellectual property 
boutique located in the DC area where he supervised patent prosecution matters, provided opinion 
counseling, and served on patent litigation teams. Before entering private practice, Rich clerked for 
Investigative Attorneys at the U.S. International Trade Commission’s Office of Unfair Imports Invest-
igations where he gained substantial familiarity with § 337 practice and procedure while assisting 
with investigations and trials.

Education
•	 Juris Doctor, 2006
	 FRANKLIN PIERCE LAW CENTER
•	 Certificate, Chinese intellectual Property 
	 Law Institute, 2004
	 TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY, BEIJING, CHINA
•	 Master of Intellectual Property Law, 2006
	 FRANKLIN PIERCE LAW CENTER
•	 Bachelor of Science in Chemistry, 2003
	 FROSTBURG STATE UNIVERSITY

Professional Affiliations
•	 American Intellectual Property Law Association
•	 District of Columbia Bar Association
•	 ITC Trial Lawyers Association

Bar Admissions
•	 District of Columbia
•	 United States Patent and Trademark Office
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Stuart Smith has extensive experience in many aspects of patent law, including utility and design patent 
preparation and prosecution, patentability and infringement opinions, due diligence reviews and patent 
portfolio management.  Prior to pursuing a career in patent law, Stuart practiced law in the field of 
construction litigation.

Stuart has experience in a wide variety of technical areas, including manufacturing equipment, 
photocopier systems, ink jet and laser printing systems, image processing systems, weapon systems, 
systems for processing materials using explosive forces, motorcycle parts, automotive systems including 
hybrid transmission systems, automotive tires, electric power systems, personal care products, business 
methods, magnetic transmission systems, and electric motors.

Stuart previously served as Patent Counsel for a start-up company that focused on various systems using 
permanent magnets.  Stuart also previously served as a patent attorney with the law firms of Venable LLP 
and Hunton & Williams LLP.

Prior to practicing law, Stuart was a project engineer for a large commercial general contractor and 
gained experience managing commercial construction projects and developing and maintaining 
computer based critical path method schedules.
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